
NOAA Marine Debris Program 
Strategic Plan, 2016-2020 

(2015)

Identify, assess and reduce the 
impacts of marine debris 

through detection, monitoring, 
source identification and 

innovative solutions.

The National Academies of 
Science, Engineering and 

Medicine (2009) 

Although there is clear evidence that 
marine debris is a problem, there 

has not been a coordinated or 
targeted effort to thoroughly 

document and understand its 
sources, fates, and impact.
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