
Are we looking at

The Last African 

Vulture?

What can the US do

to help?



What

do you think 

of vultures?



—Photo not suitable for lunch—



They have a pretty bad reputation,

but are in fact

the ultimate unsung 

heroes.



Can you imagine the African 

skies devoid of soaring 

vultures?



African vultures are in 

crisis.



Africa holds 11 species of vulture
8 of which are found nowhere else in the world



7 out of 11 of Africa’s  vulture species are 

now Endangered or Critically Endangered.

Because of the unique role vultures play, 

this is potentially a huge crisis for people 

too.



Red List status of African Vultures 
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All of Africa’s vultures?  Catastrophic decline (Red List Index)



• A massive on-going decline

• At least an 80% decline in range and 

numbers in last 10 years

• Expected to decline by a further 80% 

in the next ten years or three 

generations

• The science on this is very strong

The Critical Four

Statuses by BirdLife International for the IUCN Red List

Decline percentages from Ogada et al 2015, based on 

figures from last 30 years



• In just 30 years vulture numbers in 

West Africa declined by 98% 

outside protected areas.

• Once ubiquitous Hooded Vulture 

have declined by up to 80% in 

Nigeria.

This is the place for the “best” “specific” facts –
please amend - SH



Vulture species in Africa face

unless we act now.
Period.

extinction in our 

lifetimes



Why the catastrophic decline?



More threats and more complex than just Asia’s 

diclofenac…





Unintentional poisoning
• Human-wildlife conflict

• Problem-animal control

• Lead poisoning



Intentional poisoning

• “Sentinels of the skies”





ILLEGAL TRADE

• Belief-based use



Windfarms & Powerlines



What this means for you, for us, for 
people…



Our health depends on our vultures



Do you find yourself 

doing loads of work to 

help people without 

ever getting any 

credit?

Sounds like a vulture. 

Vultures are 

misunderstood. 



In Spain alone, avian scavengers are capable of removing 

9.9 thousand tons of carcasses per year

Vultures clean our landscapes for free





What can you do?



What we need to do NOW

1. Raising Public Awareness

2. Highlight links with elephant and rhino 
poaching

3. Understand better the herbicide supply 
chain 

4. Rallying funding  
a) Combat poisoning through rapid response 

systems

b) Tackling belief-based use

c) Scale-up safe areas for vultures in Africa 
“Vulture Safe Zones” 

d) Minimise collision & electrocution risk with 
energy infrastructure



We’ve done it before: Asian Vultures

We’ve finally managed to stabilize population of Asia’s Vultures





Thank you


